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Hello Omni Talk Fans. Amazon faces union troubles in Alabama, while
Tovs B Us makes like Pierce Brosnan and dies another day.

In Today's Fast Five:

» Amazon warehouse employees in Alabama may soon vote on whether
to join the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union (Read
More)

Neither the fabulous b8ta boys nor many of the same execs who
couldn't save Toys R Us the first time around were able to save it this
time around either (Read More)

Online retailer Asos has agreed to acquire Topshop (Read More)
Walmart rebrands its ad business "Walmart Connect” with the help of
Trade Desk (Read More)

And, Amazon finds new meaning in the term five finger discount, as it
rolls out biometric palm reading to additional Amazon Go stores (Fead
More)

Plus, Chris kicks off February with a bang, First, he interviews Azita Martin,
GM NVIDIA, for his Ask An Expert Series on the future of artificial
intelligence in retail (see above).
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Populararticles in June 2021 in Retail Newsletter

Tesla Files Trademark for Restaurant Services 2 Going to Grab a Bite at

a Tesla Burger Joint Soon?

Flink, The German Grocery Delivery Startup, Raises $240M After

Launching Just 6 Months Ago

Jeff Bezos is Going to Space on First Crewed Flight of Rocket

Walmart, Amazon Simultaneously Add Prescription Discounts to

Membership Perks

Instagram Debuts New Ways for Creators to Make a Living

Purpose At Work: How Eat The Change Is Cultivating A Sustainable

Food Movement

Lululemon First -Quarter Sales Rise 88%, Topping Estimates, As Store

Traffic Rebounds

Sheetz Breaks New Ground with Bitcoin Payment

Boxed to Go Public in Spac Deal Valuing Online Grocer at $900M

Amazon Will Overtake Walmart as the Largest U.S. Retailer in 2022,

JPMorgan Predicts
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Hello Omni Talk Fans!

As always, and with the help of
contributor Matt Bowen, we have
combed through the headlines and
goings-on of the past few weeks to
share with you all the cool things that
caught our eyes.

Edlitors
Chris Walton & Anne Mezzenga

Chris Waltonand Anne Mezzenga are
leading experts and influencersin
omnichannelretailing. Connect

with Chris and Anne on Linkedin .
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OmniTalk Startup Newsletter

Subscribe at https://omnitalk.blog/

Here are this week's Fast Five startups making headlines:

"Headless" commerce moved to the head of the class as Fabric secures
$43 million to make e-commerce even easier and more flexible (Read
More)

« Wholesale marketplace Abound raised another $22.9 million (Read
More)
ReverseLogix now has another $20 million to automate e-commerce
reverse logisties (Read More)
Pipe17 brought in a big seed round of $8 million to help e-commerce
startups better connect their accounting software to their fulfillment
operations (Read More)
And, Raydiant also landed $13 million from investors, including Mark
Wahlberg, to give retailers more control over their digital signage in-
store. Marky Mark even uses the technology to sing "Happy Birthday"
live to his Wahlburgers customers while they eat! (Read More)

Plus, just like always, it's summarized and there for you all within the

preview pane of your inbox.
— Chris, Anne, and the entire Omni Talk team

P.S. Have a startup or know a startup you think we should interview? Send
an email our way to info@redarcherretial.com with the subject line "Cool AF

Company Chris and Anne Need to Meet."

0" Editors: Chris Walton & Anne Mezzenga
Chris Walton and Anne Mezzenga are leading experts and
influencers in omnichannel retailing. Connect with Chris and

n Linkedin

Eat the Change youwanttobe -- This latest
venture is on a mission to promote planet -friendly,
starting with getting people to eat one bag of
mushroom jerky at a time. ( Read More)

-Dastistgut , r-i thabrhudtbe whatinvestors
are thinking after plowing $250 million of Series A
equity financing into 10 - minute German grocery
delivery startup, Klink. ( Read More)

Finally, a use for Al besides Haley Joel Osment --
Startup Hungryroot nabbed $40 millionin Series
C financing to automate our meal planning and
grocery shopping. ( Read More)

There s now an a ptipatletsyaul | e d
round up the change from everyday purchases to

support climate and environmental non - profits and

track your impact. ( Read More)

And thank the hungry heifer in all of us (Cheers
reference), ButcherBox is now available directly on
Instacart! ( Read More)

Gen

E
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Tesla Retall

After selling cars directlyto the
consumer, Teslais getting into the restaurantbusiness.
Wh at swithTeeslatargeting the retail sector?

Teslais taking a serious step into making this a reality by applying for
a new trademark to use its ¢Tesl a

is intended to cover the o - | .
: . : 1 2 Going to Grab a bite at a lesla burger Joint
categories of restaurant services, pop -up restaurantservices, self - Going to Grab a Bite at a Tesla Burger Joint

service restaurantservices,take -o u t restaur adnt ser

Tesla Files Trademark for Restaurant Services

Tesla aims to build an experience that substitutes charging time with dining
i mmer si on. El on Musk has already suggest.e
potential for Tesla branded movie streaming service and online food ordering.

Mystery electric vehicle retailer plans location

An unknown electric vehicle company may open a retail location at the Mall at at Mall at Millenia. It miaht be Tesla.

Millenia. A possible tenant that fits the description is Tesla Inc.(Nasdaq: TSLA).
The Palo Alto, California -based electric vehicle manufacturer already has a shop
at the Florida Mall and a retail/service location at 100 S. Lake Destiny Road in
Eatonville. 2

-The quality of the people who interact
are, all of them. Tesl®& has redefined th
How Elon Musk and Tesla Changed Car

Tesla continues these battles today in Connecticut, New York, and Washington. N
And now, in collaboration with rivals such as Rivian, they are rewriting the Retailing
franchise method to benefit other EV makers. any start -ups are planning to adopt
a direct -to-consumer model like Tesla, but most state law continues to do the
same with established manufacturers such as Ford and GM. It is prohibited. E
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Space Race

With retailers and billionaires racing to
get into space, would anything change for the retailers
on earth?

Is going public via Holicity (HOL)
Is going public via Stable Road Capital (SRAC)

A Vector Acquisition (VACQ) will take publicin a You Can't Buy SpaceX Yet But These Space
deal that values the space company at $4.1 billion Stocks Are Up For Grabs
IS merging with (GNPK) to
go public. !

Boeing (BA) is building its own space taxis as well as the most powerful rocket
ever. NASA also is working with other established space stocks like Lockheed
Martin (LMT) along with upstart space companies to return astronauts to the

moon and Mars. 1! The Commercialization of Space: Selling the
The commercialization of space isn't just about sending the elite on extraterrestrial Final Frontier
excursions. It's about transitioning the space industry from one propped up by the

government to something self -sufficient; it's about private enterprise investing in
rockets, in equipment, in experiments in space. 2

Bezos will experience a ride aboard the rocket technology that he's poured millions
into developing. Blue Origin's flight crewed flight will see the company's six  -seater
capsule and 59 -foot rocket tear toward the edge of space ona 11-minute flight

that'll reach more than 60 miles above Earth .3 Jeff Bezos is Going to Space on First Crewed
Virgin Galactic, is planning on conducting flights to suborbital space for ultra - Flight of Rocket

wealthy thrill seekers and competing directly with Blue Origin. Branson has long
said he would be among the first passengers aboard Virgin Galactic's rocket -
powered plane, but that flight is expected to take place laterin 2021 .3
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Explosive Online Grocery

A The in the US marketis projected
to get to , Or more, in the next 3 -5 years
A More than half of the online consumers spend more

of consumers said their preference is to continue buying
more groceries online after the pandemic. 1

Only 36% of consumers indicated a willingness to pay a price premium when
buying groceries online, only if it were less than 5%. This sentiment limits the
ability of grocers to pass higher e -commerce operational costs on to customers
through pricing. Grocers will need to find ways to make the value proposition
profitable through other levers. 1

Flink E says it will deliver 2,400 items in 10 minutes or less E has raised $240
million to expand its business into more cities, and more countries, on the heels of
strong demand. 2

Getir out of Turkey, another fast -grocery startup that has been investing a lot in
growth (its delivery bikes can be seen every time | go outside at the moment here
in London) announced a $550 million round at a $7.5 billion valuation. 2

Boxed, the online seller of bulk -sized toilet paper, cereal and other goods, has
entered into an agreement with Seven Oaks Acquisition Corp., a publicly traded
special purpose acquisition company (SPAC). Through the deal, which values
Boxed at roughly $900 million, Boxed will go public in the U.S. under its current
name and receive $334 million in net cash. 3

OmniTalk™

Why and how are young
online grocers earning unicorn valuations?

McKinsey Report: Making online grocery a
winning proposition

Flink, The German Grocery Delivery Startu
Raises $240M After Launching Just 6 Months

Ago

Boxed to Go Public in Spac Deal Valuing
Online Grocer at $900M
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Back to Store

With the pandemic on the cusps, how
will brick and mortar stores bounce back?

now feel either ¢somewh
comfortabl e visiting physical s

consumers miss the experi enc e aJa Shopper Confidence Surging as Post -
items on the spot

consumers surveyed expect their shopping habits to be
back to pre -pandemic levels by or before the end of thisyear. !

Pandemic ¢New Nor mal Set t s

Mood Media Study

The fun and social experience of shopping with friends and significant others is
the second most missed aspect of physical shopping (35%), tied with the
opportunity to bring the purchase home immediately at 35% aswell. 1

- 0 - - - . i i i =
Although the high -street will bounce back, it would be naive to believe that online N

purchasing, which became essential over lockdown, will be reversed in its entirety. emergence of the high -street
Instead, retailers must now find the sweet spot by designing an online presence
that compliments physical stores; satisfying customers during both encounters to
create a balanced experience. 2

One retailer taking advantage of the repressed demand is clothing retailer Primark.
Despite not having an online presence, the budget -friendly clothing and homeware
store has managed to not only survive but also pledge to return its £72 million in

furlough cash due to its record -breaking sales. ? Lululemon First -Quarter Sales Rise 88%,
Lul ul emon At hl etqgiuaa tserf irewalnufei rsotar ed Topping Estimetes, As Siore Traffic Rebounds
estimates, as shopper traffic steadily rebounded to its stores. Lululemon also

issued a strong forecast for its fiscal second quarter and raised full  -year
estimates, saying momentum for its brand is growing across all geographies. 3
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